Planning Board Ordinance
Town of Paris, Maine

I. Establishment and Authority
The Planning Board of the Town of Paris is hereby created and constituted under the provisions of the Maine Constitution and by Title 30-A, Sections 3001 and 4301 and subsequent as they may be amended.
II. Appointment, Tenure, and Vacancy
The Planning Board shall consist of five (5) regular members and two (2) alternates appointed by the Selectmen.  They shall be residents and registered voters of the Town of Paris and shall serve without compensation.  
A. The term of office of each regular member shall be five years.  The terms of office shall be staggered with the term of one regular member expiring every year.  The term of office for the alternate members shall be five years with staggered terms.  Term of office expires July 31.

B. The Board shall annually elect a Chair and Vice Chair.  Officers shall serve one-year terms and shall be eligible for re-election.  The position of Secretary shall be filled by a non member town office clerk.
C. No meeting of the Board shall be held without a quorum consisting of three (3) members or alternate members authorized to vote.  The Board shall act by majority vote of the full Board.  The Chair shall designate an alternate member to act.  If the same matter requires several meetings and is heard by both a regular member and an alternate member designated in the regular member’s absence, the member attending the most meetings on the matter shall be the member voting on the matter.  Before voting, that member shall review the submissions, tapes, and minutes of any meeting from which that member was absent.

D. A vacancy shall occur upon the written resignation or death of any member, or when a member ceases to be a resident of the Town, or when a member fails to attend four (4) consecutive regular meetings, or fails to attend at least 75% of all regular and workshop meetings during the preceding twelve (12) month period.  When a vacancy occurs, the Chair of the Board shall immediately so advise the Selectmen in writing.  The Planning Board may determine that the attendance provision be waived for cause in which case no vacancy will exist.  

E. When there is a permanent vacancy, the Selectmen shall, within thirty days of its occurrence, appoint one of the two alternate members to serve for the unexpired term.  When a permanent vacancy occurs in an alternate member’s position, the Selectmen shall appoint a new member from outside the Board.
F. The municipal officers may dismiss a member of the board for cause before the member’s term expires pursuant to 30-A, M.R.S.A. §2601.
III. Rules and Regulations
The Board shall adopt rules and regulations for the transaction of its business.  The Board may recommend a schedule of fees relative to matters presented to the Board sufficient to cover the administrative costs of public hearings, all of which shall be subject to modification by the Selectmen prior to Selectmen approval.

IV. Duties
The Planning Board shall:

A. Perform such duties and exercise such powers as are provided by The Town of Paris’s ordinances and the laws of the State of Maine.

B. Perform such duties and services necessary to its proper function within the limits of the appropriation made for the purpose.

V. Interrelation of Selectmen and Planning Board
The Board shall be an advisory body to the Selectmen.  The existing land use ordinances of the Town of Paris shall not be revised or amended until the Planning Board has made a careful investigation of all proposed revisions or amendments and recommendations reported to the Selectmen.

VI. Savings Provision
Nothing in this Ordinance shall invalidate prior Planning Boards or action of prior Planning Boards which are hereby specifically ratified and approved.
VII. Transition Provision
The terms of members of the Planning Board at the time of adoption of this Ordinance shall continue until the expiration of the appointment.  

VIII. Effective Date
This Ordinance shall become effective when enacted by the voters of the Town of Paris.  This Ordinance supersedes the provision of M.R.S.A. Title 30, Ch. 239 Sec. 4951 to 4957 inclusive, Subsection 3 of Sec. 4973 of Title 30 of the Revised Statutes of 1967, authorizing and directing the Board of Selectmen to appoint members of a Planning Board and Board of Appeals in accordance with the provisions of said sections.
This ordinance, when enacted, shall supersede any and all previous like ordinances.

Enacted this _________ day of _____________, in the year _________.

A True Copy Attested by: _______________________________________

Date: _______________________________________________________
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